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not yet permeated the islands was that disintegration
of the army which the Popular Front's policy was
already causing in more important garrisons.
There were plenty of officers to provide Franco with
a loyal and efficient bodyguard, and he survived
all attacks.
It was in the treatment of the army, that the
Socialists ultimately courted their own destruction.
It has been seen how on previous occasions their
army policy called forth a corresponding reaction, for
ever widening the rift between left and right. But
now, as well as embittering their declared enemies,
they roused animosities where none need have
existed. Their attempts to destroy the influence of
the officer class, replacing them with men of their
own choosing, succeeded in its purpose only super-
ficially. Dissatisfaction pervaded all ranks and the
army's real allegiance swung away from their new
nominal commanders to return to the men whose
orders they knew and trusted^ and whom they
felt to have been unjustly displaced.
It was all to the ultimate good of the Nationalist
cause. But no matter how strong the allegiance
they were owed, they realised that there was a
point beyond which it might be difficult to lay claim
to that allegiance, if the displacement policy
continued too far. They feared that when the time
came to give the signal, they might be too far
removed from their soldiers for it to take proper effect,
Franco wrote from the Canaries to the Minister of